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difficulty in persuading him to try them as managers.
The rest, finding themselves turned out by Riley, vainly
demanded " explanations " from Mr. Ruskin, who then was
drifting into his first attack of brain fever. So they
declined further connection with the farm; the Guild
accepted their resignation, and undertook for the time
nothing more than to get the land into good condition
again.

This was not the only land held by the St. George's
Guild. It acquired the acre of ground on which the
Sheffield Museum stood, and a cottage with a couple of
acres near Scarborough. Two acres of rock and moor at
Barmouth had been given by Mrs. Talbot in 1872 ; and in
1877 Mr. George Baker, then Mayor of Birmingham, gave
twenty acres of woodland at Bewdley in Worcestershire,
to which at one time Mr. Ruskin thought of moving the
museum, before the present building was found for it by
the Sheffield Corporation at Meersbrook Park. On the
resignation of the original Trustees, in 1877, Mr. Q. Talbot
and Mr. Baker were offered the trust: and on the death of
Mr. Talbot the trust was accepted by Mr. John Henry
Chamberlain. After he died it was taken by Mr. George
Thomson of Huddersfield, whose woollen mills, transformed
into a co-operative concern, though not directly in connec-
tion with the Guild, have given a widely known example
of the working of principles advocated in Fors,

In the middle of 1876, Mr. Egbert Rydings, the auditor
of the accounts which, in accordance with his principles of
"glass pockets," Mr. Ruskin published in Fors> proposed
to start a homespun woollen industry at Laxey, in the
Isle of Man, where the old women who formerly spun
with the wheel had been driven by failure of custom to
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It was directly after our return to Denmark Hill he got Linton's letter
